A role of carbohydrate-carbohydrate interaction in the process of specific cell recognition during embryogenesis and organogenesis: a preliminary note.
A possible role of cell surface glycoconjugates in cell recognition has been envisioned based on recognition of carbohydrates by cell surface proteins such as endogenous lectins, glycosyltransferases, and hydrolases (refs. 18-22 in text). A new possibility that a specific carbohydrate at the cell surface could be recognized by the same or similar carbohydrate on the counterpart cell surface is now suggested by specific interaction between Lex and Lex, but not between Lex and sialylated or non-substituted type 2 chain. A new hypothesis is hereby proposed for carbohydrate-carbohydrate interactions as recognition signals during embryogenesis and organogenesis.